
Getting Started

Hebrew is written from Right to Left

*read right to left*

▪ Aramaic

▪ Egyptian

▪ Indus

▪ Cypriot

▪ Phoenician

▪ Nabatean

▪ Niko

▪ Garay

▪ Adlam

▪ Rohingya

▪ Thaana

▪ Arabic

▪ Syriac

▪ Persian

▪ Urdu

▪ Kashmiri

▪ Punjabi



Consonants versus Vowels

Genesis 1:1 without vowels and accents

Genesis 1:1 with rabbinic vowels and accents

*read right to left*



Genesis 1:1 with vowels

Genesis 1:1 with rabbinic vowels and accents

*read right to left*

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

ת הַשָּ  ים אֵֵ֥ ִ֑ א אֱלֹה  ָ֣ רָּ ית בָּ ִׁ֖ רֵאש  אָּ  בְּ ת הָּ אֵֵ֥ ם אְּ י  ׃ץר  מִַַׁ֖֖

Consonants versus Vowels



Genesis 1:1 without vowels

Genesis 1:1 without rabbinic vowels

*read right to left*

n th bgnnng Gd crtd th hvns nd th rth.

בראשית ברא אלהים את השמַ֖ים אאת הארץ

Consonants versus Vowels



A brief history of development

Gen 1:1 – Proto-Sinatic (2000-1200BC) 

Gen 1:1 – Paleo-Hebrew / Phonecian (1300-587BC)

myhla arb tyvarb 

Crah taw mymvh ta 

Crah taw mymvh ta myhla arb tyvarb

Gen 1:1 – Babylonian Script (587BC-present)

בראשית ברא אלהים את השמַ֖ים אאת הארץ



Hezekiah’s bulla (ca. 700BC)

• Discovered around 2010 in Jerusalem
• Official seal - 0.5in x 0.5in - 12mm x 12mm

A brief history of development



For Hizekiyahu | son
Aha | z King of Yeh | uda

Paleo Hebrew 
(1200BC-587BC)

Late Hebrew
(587BC - Present)

A brief history of development



Gen 1:1 – Dead Sea Scrolls (250BC-150AD) 

Gen 1:1 – Masoretic Text (500-1100AD)

ת הַשָּ  ים אֵֵ֥ ִ֑ א אֱלֹה  ָ֣ רָּ ית בָּ ִׁ֖ רֵאש  אָּ  בְּ ת הָּ אֵֵ֥ ם אְּ י  ׃ץר  מִַַׁ֖֖

Gen 1:1 – Babylonian Script (587BC-present)

בראשית ברא אלהים את השמַ֖ים אאת הארץ

A brief history of development
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